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Exchange Program at Yamaguchi Prefectural University
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Program Purpose and Goals

The exchange program between Yamaguchi Prefectural University and other
universities around the world allows students from each university to spend from 1
to 2 semesters at the other university and to take courses that are recognized for
credits at the home institution.

The main goal of the exchange program here at Yamaguchi Prefectural University is
to provide exchange students with as many opportunities as possible to both interact
with Japanese students and people in the community as well as experience many
aspects of a more traditional way of life in Japan. We view the fact that our location
and position as a small public college in a rural area can provide access to a way of
life not seen in urban locations and the people of Yamaguchi welcome opportunities
to interact with the exchange students in various ways.

The courses available for exchange students at YPU include Japanese for non-
natives, academic classes taught in English and experiential courses in Japanese
arts, culture, and sports. Exchange students may also take courses offered for the
Japanese undergraduate and graduate students if their Japanese comprehension is
good enough.

PARTNER SCHOOLS (in alphabetical order):

CANADA: Bishop’s University KOREA: Kyungnam University
CHINA: Qingdao University Pusan National University

Qufu Normal University SPAIN: Public University of Navarra
FINLAND: University of Lapland USA: Centre College
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About Yamaquchi City

Yamaguchi is situated on the westernmost tip of Honshu. Because of its geographical
location and the fact that it is surrounded on three sides by the ocean, it has long
had cultural exchanges with the Korean Peninsula and China. Yamaguchi City is
situated in the center of the prefecture. Since its culture was based on that of Kyoto,
the capital of Japan in the mid-14th century, it was called the "Kyoto of the West,"
and the city prospered. Every summer the Yamaguchi Gion—matsuri Festival is held
there, an event that echoes Kyoto's famous festival of the same name. (INTO,
2017)
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About Yamaquchi Prefectural University
3 .. ”( The campus of YPU is located in Yamaguchi City, a
\;

city of 200,000 people in Yamaguchi Prefecture.
The university itself is a four-year, small public
university. Approximately 1,400 students attend
YPU. Due to the university’s long history as a
women’s university, 80 percent of the student
population is female. The university consists of
three faculties, the Faculty of Intercultural Studies,
the Faculty of Social Welfare, the Faculty of
Nursing and Human Nutrition, as well as two
graduate faculties- Social Health Sciences and
Welfare and Intercultural Studies.
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Exchange Program Outline
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The study program for exchange students here at YPU consists of Japanese language
classes, various courses about Japan and its relationship with the world as a whole
which are taught in English, and experiential courses in art, culture and sports. In
addition, students with high level of Japanese language proficiency (JLPT Level N1)
can also take various classes in Japanese. Each partner university has its own
requirements for courses taken during the period of exchange, therefore, exchange
students should consult the registrar at their home institution before completing
class registration to make sure they are taking courses that can be transferred.
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Types of Courses
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Generally speaking, YPU offers four types of courses to exchange students. These
are Japanese for Non-natives courses, courses in English with a focus on Japan and
its society and culture or related issues, courses in Japanese traditional arts,
physical education, etc., given in Japanese that are experiential in nature and
courses in Yamaguchi Studies. The classes shown below for each type of course are
samples - some courses are not available every semester. See the YPU information
at the exchange office of your home institution for a full list of courses offered and
their respective syllabi.
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a. Japanese for Non-Natives

YPU offers Japanese for Non-natives with an experienced Japanese language teacher
twice weekly for 90 minutes each time.

The focus of the Japanese for Non-natives course is on language skills heeded for
daily life in Japan. As such, this course will probably be very different in focus from
many Japanese classes offered outside of Japan. It is practical in nature with an
emphasis on the Japanese needed to interact with other students, at stores, around
town, etc.

Students who are committed to becoming functional in Japanese will need to do
much more work outside of classes.
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b. Yamaquchi Studies

Yamaguchi Studies is a program consisting of several courses designed to provide
students with an understanding and appreciation of the people, history, art and
culture of Yamaguchi. The courses are offered on a rotational basis with at least one
course being offered per semester. They are unique in that they feature not only a
lecture component given by professors specializing in each field but also an on-site
component that enhances and expands upon the understanding gained in the
classroom.
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Classes are small and conducted bilingually in Japanese and English.

LIST OF CURRENT YAMAGUCHI STUDIES CLASSES:
History and Arts of Yamaguchi 2% Regional Cultural Studies
Yamaguchi and the World #% Customs and Culture in Daily Life

X Regional Cultural Studies, Customs and Culture in Daily Life: every other year
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c. Courses Conducted in English

Courses offered in English meet once a week
for 90 minutes each time. They have a wide
range of subject matter and are often
attended by Japanese students interested in
studying the subjects in an English-speaking
environment. All grading conforms to the
Grade Point Average system, however,
individual class requirements are specified in
each class syllabus.

SS Term

-Cross-Cultural Awareness

-Japanese Economy and Globalization
-Japanese Modern Society

AW Term

-Introduction to Buddhism
-Japanese Modern Culture

-Media and Communication in Japan
-Politics of Japan

It should be noted that most of the faculty members teaching these courses are not
native English speakers, therefore they may not proceed as fast as those at your
home institution. Furthermore, while English is being used, there may be some
challenges in class that result from not only a language aspect but from a cultural
one as well. Please come to the Global Center or talk to your advisor about any
problems you are having as soon as possible after they occur.
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d. Experiential Courses

All of these courses are offered to the Japanese students attending the university as
well as exchange students and as such are considerably larger than the other three
types of classes offered. In addition, there is no English language support in any of
the classes, with the exception of the flower arrangement class. Subjects offered
range from traditional Japanese arts to physical education. As there are a large
number of Japanese students interested in these classes, entrance to the class is on
a first come, first served or lottery basis. Special fees are required for some of the
classes.

LIST OF EXPERIENTIAL COURSES:

Calligraphy - Badminton

Tea Ceremony - Volleyball

Flower Arranging - Basketball

Pottery - (other sports also available)
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e. Taking Classes

As has been mentioned above, with the exception of the Japanese for Non-natives
class, all classes meet once per week for 90 minutes each time. The school day begins
at 8:50 a.m. and ends at 7:30 p.m. and most students take about 10 to 12 classes per
semester. Most Japanese faculty members are more accustomed to lecture style classes
rather than interactive, discussion based ones. However, as the classes that you will be
attending (with the exception of the experiential classes) are relatively small, there will
be more room for discussion than in most of the classes attended by the Japanese
students.

There is no official mid-term exam period at YPU and most teachers do not give mid-
term exams. Students remaining until the end of the semester will take their exams at
the same time as Japanese students. However, students attending the university during
the Fall/Winter Term from Centre College will be returning to their host institutions prior
to the beginning of that period, and as such, the exam period for Japanese for Non-
Natives and classes offered in English for all participants may occur approximately two
weeks before the official term ends at the end of January.
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Application and Preparation for Attending YPU

a. AFHRELIRES)

OB KEADIIREBZDRUIAHFHECOVTE, &K
jz(uwﬁwﬁ“ TNENORBN RS> TERUIAHIZELN,
BIRNR T U, HRBZFA LU CEENS, [d. BB ERE
;EJ(Lm@“Fﬁmwi*E%%th FRIE RZENSILOERIT KEF(C
ERUTEE W,

BAANOSEHXFHAR I T OBEZF>TZEL,

4 BhSBFIdnT .- 12 B 10 BFTICHEDTE
10 AnSEBFIdmE--- 4 A 20 BETIHAEDIL

a. Admission Requirements and Deadlines

Students applying to the program should do so at their home institutions. (The
application process differs according to each school’s selection process and as such
students should follow the schedules set out by the institution they are attending.)
After selection, each school is required to send a letter of recommendation confirming
applicants’ residency and good academic standing at their respective institutions. This
process should be completed by no later than 20th of April of the spring prior to arrival
in late September for Fall/Winter students and by no later than 10% of December of the
fall prior to arrival in late March for Spring/Summer students. As per the exchange
agreements between YPU and the universities with official exchange programs with
YPU, all students recommended by their individual institutions are automatically
granted admission.
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b. Exchange Program Dates and Preparation

The Fall/Winter Term at YPU begins on October 15t or the first weekday in October if the
1st is a Saturday or Sunday, and ends in the second week of February. Exchange
students attending YPU in the Fall/Winter Term must arrive in Yamaguchi on the
designated date of September for the orientation program held for 2-3 days after
arrival. During this orientation, students learn about life on campus, classes and
registration, their student tutors. In addition, there is a city tour to teach students how
to get around the city. Departure dates from YPU are usually around the end of January
for Centre students or the middle of February from other universities.




The Spring/Summer Term at YPU usually begins on the second Monday of April, and
ends in the first week of August. Exchange students attending YPU in the
Spring/Summer Term must arrive in Yamaguchi on the designated date for the
academic orientation and city tour. Their departure date from YPU should be no earlier
than August 10t,

Students should arrive in Yamaguchi together if the number of students from the same
institutions is more than one. In addition, Students arriving prior to the above dates
are responsible for arranging their own accommodations for the period prior to the
pick-up day.
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c. Fees

Students pay for the program according to fee schedules and requirements of their
home institution. Per the terms of the exchange agreement between YPU and their
home institutions, students pay tuition at their home institutions. Payment for lodging
and meals at YPU varies by institution - Centre College students pay for room and
board directly to Centre and receive a stipend here to cover the costs of their room and
board here in Japan. Students from other universities pay room and board directly to
YPU, as stipulated in the agreements with each university. Students are expected to
provide their own transportation costs to and from their home institutions. They will
also be responsible for purchasing textbooks, personal phones and any expenses for
personal travel done during the time they attend YPU. Finally, all students must buy
travel insurance, as well as pay for student health and accident and liability insurance
provided by YPU.
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d. Necessary documents for Application

Students will be expected to provide YPU with the following:

1. Two clear copies of the first pages of their passports (the pages that include
passport number, picture, name, signature, etc.)

2. Two photographs (one for Size: 4cm X 3cm and another one for size: 3cm X
2.5cm ) signed on the back in the same way as passport

3. Application for certificate of eligibility

4. YPU Application form

5. Special Student Status Application form (a list of the classes that you would like to
take during your time at YPU (see course charts on page 6 or check YPU portal
site and write down classes of your choice in Appendix 2.) You have to take more
than seven classes per term in order to get a student visa from the Japanese
government.

6. University Apartment contract and regulations (See Appendix 3 & 4).

7. Written recommendation from a faculty member from your home institution
detailing which term/s you will attend (Fall/Winter: October 1st to March 31st
and/or Spring/Summer: April 15t to September 30%), as well as the date of birth,
Name of the Faculty, on the University Letterhead (to be signed and stamped by
the person responsible for sending students) and reasons why you are a strong
candidate for this program. This recommendation should be issued by the
president of your home institution.

8. Academic transcripts

9. Fill out the application for “"Permission to Engage in Activity other than that
Permitted under the Status of Residence Previously Granted” and submit it to the
immigration office at your arrival in Japan.

All of these things must reach YPU no later than April 20t for Fall/Winter students
and December 10st for Spring/Summer students.
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e. Applying for Visas

Students will receive their forms of eligibility for their visas by early September for
Fall/Winter students and late February for Spring/Summer students. Upon receipt,
these forms must immediately be presented to the Japanese consulate nearest the
students’ home residences in order to be processed before arrival in Japan. All costs
involved in processing visas (courier fees if used) within their home countries are the
responsibility of the students. In some cases, students will be required to provide other
information in order to receive their visas. Students should follow the instructions and
requirements of the Japanese consulate that is processing their visas.
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What to Bring
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a. Clothes

There is no formal dress code at YPU. Attire is at the students’ discretion within the
context of moderation and appropriateness. Additionally, there are no special events at
YPU where students will be required to dress formally. However, family and social
events may call for such attire.

Students in the Fall/Winter term should be prepared for very hot and humid weather at
the beginning of their stay and temperatures at around freezing towards the end.
Spring/Summer students should be prepared for temperate weather at the beginning of
their stay with high humidity and precipitation during the rainy season (middle of June
through latter part of July) and very high temperatures and in July and August (30-38
degrees Celsius). Hats, umbrellas, raincoats or windbreakers, sunscreen, etc. are highly
recommended for all students (all can be purchased here in Japan if necessary).
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b. Souvenirs

Students are encouraged to bring three or four of the same small items to be passed
out to people as a way of greeting and/or thanking them for their kindness or
hospitality. This is a Japanese custom called omiyage that will be appreciated by these
people, although it is not mandatory. Recommendations for gifts include products
available only in or native to your hometown, college or university goods, things easy
to pack and not easily breakable, etc. Gifts for faculty members or university officials
are not necessary.
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c. Money

Within Japan, the Japanese yen is the only acceptable currency. You should prepare
approximately 50,000 to 60,000 yen in cash to be used for incidentals upon your
arrival. Most students use cashing or debit ATM cards and credit cards at cash machines
located on and off campus as well as post offices throughout Japan (for more see the
banking section in the chapter on school life).

Information on how to exchange money in Japan, or send money from overseas varies
greatly according to amount, currency, etc., but there is a great deal of information
about in available on the internet. Please refer to internet sites for detailed information,
and be sure to check with your financial institution before coming to Japan to see if
your ATM card can be used to withdraw money from your bank account in your home
country while you are here in Japan (and if so, where).
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Living in Yamaguchi
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Housing in University Apartments

The university houses exchange students in
three or Four-occupant apartments that are
approximately a 10-minute walk from YPU. The
monthly fee of Hirano apartment is 13,000 yen
(Miyano apartment is 5,000yen) for rent,
regardless of the number of days stayed.
Students must pay 10,000 yen as an entering
fee upon moving into the apartment, which will
be non-refundable.

In addition, electricity, water, gas and internet connection fees are charged at a fixed
amount of 7,000 yen per person per month, as well as a monthly neighborhood
community fee of 100 yen. Rent and administrative expense fees are to be paid on the
designated date and time before 20t of every month to the Global Center. Fire
insurance for the apartment is provided by YPU.

All of the university apartments are furnished apartments, however the living space is
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somewhat smaller than a typical apartment in most western countries. Your roommates
will be the same gender as you but may be of a different cultural or national
background.

Students are required to fill out a request for occupancy and sign a contract for use of
the apartment. Students not following the rules set out in the contract will receive one
warning per type of transgression. No further warnings will be given, and students will
be asked to leave the apartment if there is a second infraction. Consideration for others
in the apartment and neighborhood are required. There are rules and procedures to
follow regarding separation of garbage (burnable, non-burnable, plastics, papers, cans,
glass, cardboards, newspapers, etc.) and designated types of trash are put out for
collection only on specified days.

At the beginning of each semester, new students visit and introduce themselves to the
neighbors around the apartments, and are expected to participate in periodic
apartment and community wide activities (clean-up, weeding, etc.).

Students are expected to keep their individual room clean and tidy at all times and are
required to assure that common spaces in the apartment always remain clean and
ready for use by all of the occupants. All cleaning, cooking and laundry are the
student’s responsibility.

Students also have the option of renting a private apartment, but they must do this on
their own. Normally one room with a kitchen and a bathroom costs around 30,000 yen
upwards, depending on the types of room chosen. YPU will not assist you to find an
apartment, but will suggest the names of commonly used real estate agents. Please be
aware that in Japan, in order to rent an apartment, a security deposit of approximately
3 month’s rent is charged in most cases.

KEFEERBCONT

School Life
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While on campus at YPU, students will
have the same privileges and
responsibilities as their Japanese
counterparts. They may use all of the
facilities available on campus including
the library, cafeteria, etc. At the same B FEe mmm
time, they are subject to the rules and il 1
regulations of the university, and should ‘

take care to make sure that they have completed all the necessary tasks for preparing
and taking classes here. The Global Center, student tutors, and advisors can help with
any questions you may have, so please reach out with your concerns.
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13JvH 8:50~10:20
2J¥8 10:30~12:00
3J¥8H 13:00~14:30
40YH 14:40~16:10
5J0¥H 16:20~17:50
6JI¥H 18:00~19:30

Reqistration

A small booklet listing all of the classes offered at YPU during your stay and including
syllabi for all classes offered in English is currently available at the exchange office at
each home institution. Regardless of which term you study at YPU, pre-registration for
classes is required (See Appendix 3.) Official registration will take place on campus at
YPU two weeks following the beginning of classes. Classes may be dropped or added
during these two weeks after consultation with your YPU advisor and home institution.
No registration fees are necessary.

Timetable for Classes
One class is 90 minutes. There is no short break in the class.
1 class 8:50~10:20 =
2 class 10:30~12:00
3 class 13:00~14:30
4 class 14:40~16:10
5 class 16:20~17:50
6 class 18:00~19:30

12 i
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RIFTER ] 69~60 m(FIAI ] 59 RELFRIRAIIERDFT . CNSDRIEN HRTEOAZF(CEINSN
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Grading System

YPU works under a 5 level, 4-point Grade Point Average (GPA) system. However, there
are no plusses or minuses in the system. Students are awarded 4 points or an A for a
final average of 90 to 100 points for the semester, 3 points or a B for 80 to 89 points, 2
points or a C for 70 to 79 points and 1 point or a D for 60 to 69 points. Anything below
60 is a failing grade or F and is counted as 0 points. This grading system is used for all
classes. There are no Pass/Fail options with the exception of classes which are only
offered as Pass/Fail. Auditing is possible with permission of the professor in charge of
the class.

1R2REHiiE T 1 — RNy
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Class Evaluation and Feedback

Students are required to provide teachers with feedback online for many of their
classes. During orientation, they will receive instruction on how to use the computer
system to register for classes, give online feedback, and submit assignments. Any
concerns, comments, problems or complaints about individual classes should be
addressed directly to the faculty member teaching the class. If there is not a
satisfactory resolution after such action, students should contact their advisor to act as
an intermediary.
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Transferring Credits

Final grades of classes taken at YPU will be given or posted to individual students as
well as their host institutions. Students should consult directly with the registrars’
offices at their home institutions prior to arrival at YPU for a detailed explanation of
how credits from YPU are transferred. Inquiries about how that transfer will affect their
GPA at their home institution should also be addressed to their home institutions. YPU
is not responsible for how many or how few credits classes at YPU are counted at other
institutions.
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Textbooks and Course Fees

Students are required to purchase textbooks where indicated in class syllabi. Students
are responsible for all fees regarding textbooks. For some classes, materials will be
provided by the instructor - this is usually indicated on the online syllabus. Depending
on which classes students choose to take, they can expect to spend anywhere from
15,000 to 30,000 yen on textbooks. Students are also responsible for fees for
materials used in flower arrangement, tea ceremony and pottery (approximately
10,000 yen for each semester for each subject).

FEF1-5-HIELCONT
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Advisor and Advisory Meetings

Students will be assigned an advisor upon their arrival
at YPU for the benefit of the students and to provide a
chance for them to ask questions about the program,
present problems to the advisor, and to receive
information from the advisor about the program.
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Identification Procedures

O Student ID
Students will be provided with YPU student ID card during the orientation within the
few days after their arrival. It will be necessary for various discounts and identification
purposes, as well as for taking attendance in many classes, and therefore should be
carried with you at all times.

O Resident card (Alien Registration)
All foreign residents are required to
apply for a Residence Card from the
Japanese government. If you come
into Japan through a major airports
such as Narita or Kansai, you will
receive it at the immigration counter.
If you arrive at a local airport or at a =
port, you must apply at the city office in the Iocallty in WhICh you WI|| live. This card
must be carried on your person at all times while residing in Japan. Foreignhers stopped
by the police for any reason and found without this card in their possession can be
detained for hours until identification is verified. Cards must be returned to the
immigration officer at the airport when leaving Japan for the final time.

After arriving at YPU, all students must register at the local city office (No fee is
necessary). YPU will prepare and submit the necessary forms for obtaining this
registration to the City Office, therefore, students must bring their passport to the first
day of orientation
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O National Health Insurance Card and National Pension

Students should carry their National Health Insurance card T L
with them at all times, both for use as identification and in g il
case any emergency medical treatment is necessary. ARAE PN
Treatment provided without the use of the insurance card is NS pnnn
very costly. In addition, the insurance card must be shown at o R
hospitals and medical and dental centers at the first of every wre#y (REOEE

month for repeat visits, so carrying with you at all times is best.
Students also need to be enrolled in the National Pension, but International students
would be exempt from payment.
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Off-Campus Excursions

O School visits
Visits to local elementary, junior high and high schools are made at various times
throughout each semester. Activities at each school vary, but exchange students are
often asked to do a simple presentation about themselves and their home countries.
Please try to make a short Power Point presentation (about 10 minutes long), and if
possible, bring some small items to show students about your country’s culture.

O Weekend Events and Activities
Various international activities are offered to students by the prefectural International
Exchange Association and various other groups and organizations. Some examples are
apple-picking, barbeques, tourist monitor tours, and high school English camp
mentoring. Participation is voluntary, but trying to participate as much as possible will
give you an opportunity to see various aspects of Japanese culture.

O Home-visits/Homestay Experiences
Students are recommended to try a home-visit or short homestay. It is a good
opportunity to get an insight into Japanese family life.
Home-visits and short homestays consist of a one day visit or a one weekend homestay
respectively. The relationships established between families and students may continue
thereafter upon agreement of both parties to do so.
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Facilities, Activities and Services
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There are two campuses. We are under the
process of moving from South to North
campus. We still have a gymnasium, and
sports fields in the South campus. Most of
classrooms and faculty offices for all the
faculties and two graduate schools in the North
campus. We also have the university
auditorium and other facilities in the North
campus. Students will be provided with a map
of campus and given a tour during orientation.
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a. Library
There are two libraries on campus, a main one

in BLDG No.3 and a smaller one for the
Department on the Nursing campus. Students
are entitled to use both, and can check out
books and enter the library by using their student ID cards (after-hour use requires
permission). Resources in English are somewhat limited. However, a fair selection of
journals and magazines is available

b.ZFERE
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b. Student Cafeteria
The Welfare Building will newly open on the North Campus from April 2022, and there
will be a student cafeteria run by the Student Co-op.

C. 5ci%
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C. School Store
The school store is also located in the Welfare Building on the North Campus. It offers
textbooks, stationary items, calligraphy supplies, snacks, box lunches, etc.

16



d. SR{TEBMER
IRATVEMER CORRZRKIEN TEFT . BANSBIMBORNR{TEXRI DN TEFT . &
e BN S EARANDX L RITOEBX ETRRETY .
" gfib/;(%ﬁﬂﬁ(at\ EFZAE-RME (EMS) | fZEE, SAL & (MZEHCAOMA) | MfERETRiE
\/ ~ d: o

d. Bank and Post Office

Cash machines (ATMs) are available for your use at the front of the school store on the
South Campus or in convenience stores and post offices. Most students have been able
to access their accounts in North America and European countries from these machines
using the Cirrus and Plus systems. You will be charged at the rate of exchange on the
day of your withdrawal. Deposits into your Canadian or US account from Japan are not
possible from cash machines. In addition, cashing services from Visa and other credit
cards is also available at these ATMs.

Students may also choose to open a savings account at a local bank or post office for
the duration of their stay. International transfers to other countries from Japan can be
done at local banks or through the post office banking system regardless of whether
students hold a bank account or not, but they must have a My Number (similar to a
social security number in the USA), which they will receive shortly after registering at
the City Office. It is also possible to have your family in your home country send you
money in Japan by international transfer at Yamaguchi Bank in Yamaguchi City. Consult
the Global Office about the necessary preparations for such a transfer.

Finally, PayPal and Western Union also have systems for sending and receiving money
overseas, and information is available on Internet.
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e. Computer Access

Students will have access to both the university and Faculty
of International Studies’ computer labs. Additionally, a
computer is available for student use in the International
Students Room (North Campus, Building#2, room 405). All
computers at YPU have Japanese language operating
systems but can produce text in either Japanese or English.
Students will be provided with YPU mail account, but can
also use their previous mail addresses for communications
with teachers and the various offices on campus.
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f. Student Groups

There are currently over 60 student activity groups or circles on campus. Their
activities range from sports to traditional arts and dance to volunteer work. Students
from abroad are welcome to participate in these activities. A description book will be
handed out during the orientation, so please feel free to go any activity in which you
are interested in and ask to join if you would like to.
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g. Cell Phones

Students who need to use their cellular phone for talking ».
should bring their own SIM-free phone with them and get =
a SIM card at the major airports when they arrive. For r
those students who wish to buy one in Japan, there are a
number of cellular phone companies in Japan that provide /
similar services. All phone bills regardless of provider

must be paid in full at the time of departure.

Wi-Fi is available in the university apartments, on campus, and in various stores and
buildings around town.
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Health Related Issues
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a. Health Office and Hospital Visits

There is a nurse’s office on the North Campus that is available for student use at
scheduled times during the school week. Emergency care is available there and over
the counter medications are dispensed for colds, etc. Any other ailment must be
treated off campus at small medical clinics or large hospitals.

It is required that students provide themselves with insurance for travelers prior to
arrival in Japan. In addition, all exchange students must also pay for the following
insurance plans in addition to their own travel insurance.
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b. Accident Insurance (Gakkensai and Insurance for Inbound students)

All students must have the following two accident insurance plans required by YPU.
These combined insurance plans cover both medical costs for the student as well as
damages to person or property that result from accidents on or off campus. They do
not cover health related issues (sicknesses, etc.). Gakkensai costs 1,340 yen for any
period up to one year; inbound costs 870 yen for 4 months, or 1,580 for one year.
Students must pay a one-time fee for these plans during the orientation week.
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c. National Health Insurance
All students are required to enroll in the national health insurance program. Fees and
payment will be explained upon arrival. Fees are approximately 1,900yen per month
and cover both medical and dental visits. Students will receive monthly bills from the
City office about one month after arrival. When leaving Japan, students must go to City
office, return their insurance card and pay for their final month.
Students should notify their advisor or the International Office when seeking medical
attention as translation may be necessary.
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Transportation

a. mABED
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a. Getting Around Town

Students may use rental bicycles for the duration of their stay at YPU, and it costs
1,000 yen per month, and also they are responsible for their loss or theft and any
maintenance fees incurred during use. When riding bicycles students should ride with
the flow of traffic (on the left-hand side of the road) on the shoulder of the road.
Students should expect to use bicycles as their main form of transportation (except
when they are physically unable to do so) while in Yamaguchi. Bicycles must be
returned to YPU one day prior to your departure from Japan.

Taxis, buses and trains are also convenient modes of transportation and are available
for student use during inclement weather or when traveling greater distances. Use of
these modes of transportation is at the student’s discretion and therefore they are
responsible for the fees incurred using them. Peer-tutors are a good resource for
learning about public transportation.

b. E5RT
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b. Travel Outside of Japan

Students are free to travel outside of Japan while in residency at YPU, however, they
will need to follow the procedures necessary for re-entering Japan if they come back
into Japan prior to the end of their program. Students must take their residence cards
with them when they go abroad and must show them at the Immigration counter when
they re-enter Japan, otherwise, they cannot re-enter Japan as a student. In addition,
students are required to make clear their travel plans with their YPU advisor and submit
the necessary forms to the Student Affairs Office on campus.
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c. Getting to and from Yamaquchi

1. Airplane
[from Tokyo Haneda airport]
Haneda airport ----- Yamaguchi Ube airport ----- Shin-Yamaguchi station
(90 min-flight) (30 min. Ube city bus, 910yen)
2. Railway
[from Tokyo station]
Tokyo station ----- Shin-Yamaguchi station

(4.5hours, Shinkansen "Nozomi”)

[from Fukuoka airport]
Fukuoka airport ----- Hakata station ----- Shin-Yamaguchi station
(10 min. Fukuoka city subway) (40 min. Shinkansen “Nozomi” or “Mizuho”)

3. Getting to YPU from Shin-Yamaguchi Station

Shin-Yamaguchi station ----- Miyano station ----- YPU
(4.5 hours, Shinkansen “Nozomi”) (10 min. walk)

4. Baggage Delivery Service
Nippon Express and Yamato Transport both have home delivery service. Go from the
university apartments to the airport or the hotel empty handed!
(maximum linear dimension of 160cm and maximum weight of 25kg)
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Appendix: Various Links about Life in Japan, etc.

There is a great deal of information available online about living in Japan....Here are a

few sites that you may find helpful for up-to-date and detailed information not provided
in this handbook.

-Yamaguchi City (auto-translation site)

https://www.city.yamaguchi.lg.jp/site/userguide/11129.html

-Yamaguchi Prefecture

https://www.pref.vamaquchi.lg.jp/foreign/english/index.html

-Disaster Yamaguchi

https://www.pref.yamaguchi.lg.jp/cms/a12900/bosai-handbook/english.html

-Yamaguchi International Exchange Association

https://yiea.or.jp/english/

-Guidable - Many fun articles about Japanese culture
https://gquidable.co/

-Surviving in Japan - many great hints about money, packing, etiquette, etc.

http://www.survivingnjapan.com/

-Gaijinpot.com - various articles about Japanese language study, culture, travelling, or
finding a job in Japan

https://gaijinpot.com/

Japan Times and other online newspapers are also great sites for information!!
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